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As you enter the Lyric Cranium, if you
could ignore for a minute, the onslaught of
skulls and displays, you would find nestled
just to the left of the doorway (to the right
s you come in) a smal, framed dedication,
It describes how this museum s the
rected collection of Griff Hornan
(18811950, a collector and muscologist
who in turn supposedly salvaged many of
the artifacts from the coll
odd -umulated by Homer Brunion
- (.\num) “Thisbriefnsight nto the
arious areas of

the Hornan Post Mortem Portrait Archis

the natural history specimens from the
Brunion Collection. In addition, work from
the current curator’s personal art collection
is on disp]










The Lyric Cranium con
several linked areas or rooms. Two.
of these areas refer to the 1
19th Ce cmur)’ natural hNury
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display space, devoid of pre
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re
elves loosely divided into
natural history room and
the memento mori room. The
h

a
human skulls, 19¢h C. po
mortem portrait photographs,
archacological arti
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The arrangements themselves are
part of a creative process that
illustrates where my subcon-
scious takes me while I sore,
position, and juxtapose the
various minutiac of my collec-
tions. Pattern and

ships are vit

though they were often derived
subconsciously. I collect images
as well, visual ideas hoarded from
on-line or published Wunder-
kammern that fascinate me.
While I desire to possess these
things and what they represent,
my only real optio ate
or reinterpret them with what [
have, documenting and present-
ing what is scen within the walls
of the Lyric Cranium.
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The life of this collection in this

form was short. Some pieces will

‘maintain a prominent position of

respect and pride in my current
nd home in Ontario. S

A
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i
ges boxes, living a
new life within another form of
arc-making. Some picces are in
nary to inspire, too.
wvay. And some
ay to
like-minded packrats and even
(horror of horrors) discarded. So in
other words, the Lyric Cra
ceased to exist after August of 2016
when it was dismantled

e
. tion (2023) of the
original 2016 catalogue.

— D. Morrish
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lements within the Lyric Cranium collection were originally made possible

in part by the Canada Council for the Arts. This rescarch wa
by the S Sciences and Humanities Research Council of
ad by Memorial University of Newfoundland.
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