


Gruffydd Hornan

an abbreviated history

alias: Griff

b ca 1881 — Scotish/Weldh/ American?
d 1959

Gruffydd (Griff) Hornan was born to middle class parents of
Welh desa:nz inG lngm\ Scodand n 1881. His cary cducation
the
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when he was about age 9 (m;u) he scemed shy and peripheral to the
more selfassured group of Glaswegian schoolmates. He i seated in
the second row at the far left edge of the attered cabinet photograph,
below.  (Seealo,a detai on fllowing page,If side)




In 1894, while only 13, Hornan's family emigrated to America to
o Sedind Sl Dakota, a small cown
corporatedonly 9 years befor. H chen
encouraged
the aply Bimself o b seudie. Young
culty mosc had with his unpronounceable Welsh
name: Gruffydd—pronounced gree.fee-the) was soon enrolled in the
Luhean Normal School, a smal el e shool n ey Sioux
“This geealy sited his broadly curious mind and desire to be
ving 2ol wel awey o s tmecias ey,
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ofGriffH 16 yrold youth

e it 1899205013
foriatia e it
ollege tudent in Minnespolic e

ayoung man, Hornan moved to Kingscon, Ontario, Canad,
before the Grear War and worked for mosc ofhis lfe s a librarian
with asense of entidlement and grandeur. He ran the Municipal
lbrary or manydecades, but he was evenally \pcl\dmb moscof

library became increa «\mblv are and soon the
‘he was actually still an employee. Nevertheless, Hnm
¢ in the hbrarv s b\\:l\lcn( for years. His:
ce provided him with the funds to be able co work ac
ty with liel actual concern for earning aliving




Hornan’ lif’ rask in his golden years was to gather together and
sort the archives of his friend and possibly relative, the naruralist
and collector, Homer Caleb Brunion, who died intestate in 1940.
Tin Sninaon Cotcacron o Exrasussy INTaxssve T
consisted mainly of nacuralia, oddiies and assemblages accumulated
during his lifetime. Homan salvaged and organized this collection
with his asistant, Asaph Saif al-Haq, who came to live and work with
him in 1946. The Hornan Post Moriem Portrait Archive s a collection
f19¢th and early 20th century photographic post mortem porcraits
acquired by Hornan from Brunion's estate. This portrai archive is
o pare ofhe permanent collcion of e LYRic CaANIGM and
in 2014 was published by Obelus as Alpha and Omega by the current
“Reeperof he-callecion’, rofessor Devid M. Morssh
When Saif al-Haq died in 1955
in the middle of Hornan's final
major project, Hornan scemed
lost and confused. Saif al-Haq's
decline had let the collection
disorganized for the first time.
Things began to go badly aw
with Hornan's research and logic
and the disintegrating collection
proceeded o take on alife of
its own, all the while driven by
Hornan's own demons, paranoias
and fancasies

(Lef, GriffHornan in 1941)

the from a tattered
copy of Homan's magnum opus, The H2b of Artistry, wherein he was
the b i

distant relaives scarting with one John Morrish of Devon, England.
ornan was for some reason fascinated by the links he found (or

created) becween fairly disparace e possibly related people whom he

thought of as alented artists or archivists. One focus of his rescarch

was Homer C. Brunion, for whom the collections under Hornans

eventual control were named. Sadly; his book was printed only as

prepress review copy, one that he obsessively re-cxamined and re-read,
. No published cop found.

The Web of Artistry

or

How Can So Many Mildly Creative People
Of Minor Consequence and Repute

Be Vaguely Connected
To Only One Common Ancestor

by
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This booklet s part of an ongoing series of
mini-biographies compiled by the rescarch
staff of OBELUS Publishing and princed
by DeadCat Pressat the Residue Press Prin
shop. Much of the material herein is from
THE LYRIC CRANIUM archives, and was
originally collected and catalogued by the
late Griff Hornan and his archivist, Asaph
Saif al-Hag, in the late 19405 and carly
1950s. All text, excepe where noted, s by
David Morrish.
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